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Town of Bridgewater, Massachusetts
Community Preservation Committee



Meeting Minutes, 4/5/07

Location:  Senior Center

Recorded by Peter Colombotos
Attending:

Dan Buron—appointee from Recreation Department

Peter Colombotos—appointee from Master Plan Implementation Committee (MPIC)

Steve Elliott—appointee from the Planning Board

Marilee Kenney Hunt—Citizen member, appointed by the Board of Selectmen 

Rick Kranes—appointee from the Conservation Commission

David Moore—appointee from the Housing Partnership

Bob Vazza—appointee from the Housing Authority

Bob Wood—appointee from the Historical Commission

Absent: 

Max Reed—appointee from the Capital Planning Committee

Guests: 

Bob Hanson

David Hanson

Jim Tabu

Meeting called to order at 6:30

Treasurer’s Report
Bob handed out a spreadsheet from the town accountant office entitled, “Periodic Activity Report,” dated 3/29/07.  It indicates commitments in revenue of $390,557 for FY 2008.  Based on an expected 100% match from the state, this would suggest that we must set aside $77,000 for each of the three areas (open space, historic preservation and affordable housing).  

Committee Business
There was a unanimous vote to set aside this amount for each area.  Marilee indicated that the balance of the $15,000 we set aside for administrative expenses would go back into our general account if unspent at the end of FY 2007, which ends at the end of June.  Bob pointed out the 5% administrative money allowed for FY 2008 would amount to $38,000.  It became clear that the CP Liaison and the GIS study could come out of administrative funds and need not be approved as separate warrant articles. We can use 2007 funds to pay bills we have incurred with town counsel and to post the Liaison position.

There was a unanimous vote to pay for the Open Space GIS study out of 2007 administrative funds.

There was a motion to initiate the hiring of the liaison out of 2007 administrative funds.  Marilee made a friendly amendment to strike the term “2007” from the motion.  The amendment passed unanimously.

There was a unanimous vote to set submit an article to set aside $38,500 for administrative expenses out of the 2008 budget. 

Pete received three responses to his posting for a recording secretary.  Two were strong candidates, the third never returned his phone call.  Laurie Miller is the stronger candidate because of greater experience and a more flexible schedule.  He will recommend to the BOS that they hire her.

Marilee recommended that we form two sub-comitttees.   The Grant Process Review Sub-committee will consist of Marilee, Bob Vazza, Rick Kranes and Pete.

The Community Preservation Coalition is losing its funding and is asking member towns to pay annual dues.  Bridgewater’s rate, based on CPA receipts, is $1,500.  There was wide agreement that they have been extremely helpful.  There was a unanimous vote to pay the dues out of 2007 administrative funds.

Open Space Discussion
Bob and Dave Hanson asked if the committee had discussed setting aside more funds for future open space projects.  He insisted that the townspeople will be upset that we are not spending more for open space.  He added that Peter Murray, the owner of a 37-acre parcel on North Street, is awaiting a response from us regarding purchase of his land.  Marilee responded that we told Peter that “we loved the property” but that we were in the middle of a grant process and that we would attend to the issue of his land as soon as we could.  Bob insisted that time was short.

Mr. Hanson noted that Hanson Farm leases Mr. Murray’s 37 acres and that this arrangement was crucial to his farm’s survival.  He added that Leech Farm, where he also leases land, is also threatened by residential development.

Rick pointed out that a state-approved Open Space Plan is our top priority, as it will allow us to leverage other public and private funding.  Mr. Hanson pointed to Duxbury’s purchase of the O’Neil Farm for $5+ million.  He noted that the Duxbury has to pay somebody to farm it.  He offered his farm’s willingness to buy Mr. Murray’s land if the town buys the development rights.  He added that the state APR rate of $10,000 per acre for development rights is “a big joke.”  

Marilee insisted that the town would have to maintain some sort of access to the land if we were to buy the development rights.    Pete insisted that we must get a professional to help us with such a transaction, that there are people who know how to put these kinds of deals together effectively.

Rick said that the Open Space Committee might be ready with its plan [APPROVED AT THIS POINT???] by fall town meeting.

Marilee said she would write to Peter Murray telling him we are still quite interested in preserving his land and that we are looking into APR.

David insisted that the first step ought to be Mr. Murray approaching the BOS asking that his land be taken out of chapter 61A protection.  There was some dissent from this opinion.  Mr. Hanson indicated that Mr. Murray probably would not want to do this.  He added that Mr. Leech is also willing to talk to the town about selling his land.

Pete pointed out the need to illustrate the economic benefits of open space to the town.  There are a lot of evidence for this.

There was a unanimous vote to skip the committee’s May meeting.

Dan and Pete will not be able to the meeting of April 19th.   Because he is not running for re-election the Planning Board, Steve will be off the committee.  He will notify the Board of their need to appoint another representative.

The meeting was adjourned at.
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