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Town of Bridgewater, Massachusetts
Community Preservation Committee



Meeting Minutes, 10/19/06

Location:  Senior Center

Recorded by Peter Colombotos
Attending:

Dan Buron—appointee from Recreation Department

Peter Colombotos—appointee from Master Plan Implementation Committee (MPIC)

Steve Elliott—appointee from the Planning Board

Judith Gabriel—appointee from Historic District Commission (HDC)

Marilee Kenney Hunt—Citizen member, appointed by the Board of Selectmen 

Rick Kranes—appointee from the Conservation Commission

David Moore—appointee from the Housing Partnership

Max Reed—appointee from the Capital Planning Committee

Bob Vazza—appointee from the Housing Authority

Bob Wood—pending appointee (upon approval of Town Meeting vote) from the Historical Commission

Absent:  None

The meeting convened at 6:30 in the Senior Center.  Minutes for August and September 2006 were read and approved.
Marilee shared a communication from the State Office of the Attorney General showing that the special Town Meeting had been certified thus signaling that the CPA by-law has been changed.  Judith Gabriel will submit her letter of resignation and Bob Wood will be sworn in as a representative of the Historical Commission.  Judith was thanked for her participation and encouraged to continue attending meetings as a non-voting member a she wishes.

Marilee reported that the Public Hearing had gone very well.  There were over 20 people in attendance and it was taped for Cable 9 BTV.  The show will run several times within the next month.  Also, the Townsman and The Enterprise both ran articles explaining the pre-application and application process.

Treasurer’s Report

Bob handed out a written accounting of the activity of the Community Preservation Fund provided to him by Jo-Ann O’Donnell.  It shows a total balance of $719,990.11, $369,256.11 in local surcharges and $359,734.00 in state matching funds.  This conflicts with a figure of $727,823.22 provided by the town’s assistant treasurer, Nancy Wolfson.  Bob will try to get an answer from Jo-Ann as to the source of the discrepancy.

Funding an Open Space Plan with Community Preservation Funds

Marilee contacted the Department of Revenue the Community Preservation Coalition and to ask if we could use CP funds to pay for the professional drafting of an Open Space Plan.  If the town has used town funds to pay for the creation of or the updating of an Open Space and Recreation Plan, then using CP funds for a new plan would constistute supplantation and, therefore, be prohibited by law.  Kitty Doherty, president of the Natural Resources Trust of Bridgewater told Marilee that a Bridgewater’s former town planner, Rich Callahan paid her on an hourly basis to work on the plan and that the process was subsequently aborted.  The replies from both state sources were unequivocal that using CPA funds to update the Open Space and Rec Plan would be supplantation.  Rick mentioned that the Open Space Committee would be meeting for the first time on Wednesday, October 25th.  David mentioned that the Affordable Housing Plan was extracted from the Master Plan.  David Matton submitted the section to the state for approval, they critiqued it, he made the requested changes, and the state approved it.

61A Parcels

Dan looked at 30 parcels.  He had trouble getting the maps to print from the town web site.  He rated the 11 most critical parcels—six at the Lethola property off Auburn Street, one at 90B Green Street, and four parcels at the Stiles and Hart property.

Rick reiterated that any evaluation of parcels of open space will be a long-term project.  Pete has not completed the evaluation of his share of the 61A list.  David mentioned that some towns are experiencing a “backlash” to the CPA.  He said that in Wareham citizens are concerned with the maintenance and liability associated with open space.  Pete said that partnerships with non-profits can help deal with this.  Rick asserted that open space saves money over residential development.  Pete added that conservative estimates indicate that a new house requires $1.61 in town services for every $1.00 it pays in property taxes.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05. [estimated]
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